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My LORD, ; ies: 

~~. SRS. HEN 1 view the original right, power atid 

= & Charter, confirm’d, fealed, and ratified to the (< 

“pe WwW Province, or Inhabitants of Rhode-Ifland, and ~ 
} : ¥ its ftanding in full force; and unrepealed for 
od _ more than an hundred years ; which is as fol~ 
og. lows : “* Be it enaéted, that no freeman, 
or fhall be taken, or imprifoned, or deprived of his freehold, or 
2x liberty, or free. cuftom, or be out-law’d, or exil’d, or other- 
2 wife deftroy’d, nor thall be oppreffed, judged or condemned, 
2 but by the Law of this Colony. And that no man of 
rr what ftate or condition foever, fhall be put out of his lands 
aise or. Tenements, nor taken, nor imprifoned, «nor difinherited, 
afmor Ban ISHED, ( obferve this my Lord,) nor any ways de- 
phe asses d, or Moxesren, without being, for it, brought to an- 
: thi wer, by .a due courfe of Law of this Cotony”: Me- 
ra nks, that even your Lordfhip, will not blame them if they ftand 

z “ in the Liberty wherein they were made free. : 

- ae fly, or a worm, by the law of nature, has as great 
~ -® mgat to Liberty, and Freedom, (according to their little 
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fphere in life,) as the moft potent monarch upon the earth ¢ 
And as there can be no other difference between your Lord+ 
hip, and tnyfelf, but. what is political, I therefore,» without 
any further apology, take leave to afk your Lordthip,; whether 
any one what fears GOD, loves his neighbour as himfelf, 
(which is the true Scripture-mark of a chriftian,) will op- 
PRESS his fellow-creatures? "if they . will, where, are. the 
beauties of Chriflianity ? Not-to be feen in. this life, how- 
‘ever they may be feen in the next. $i 


Luave feen what isfaid to be an authenti¢ated copy of your 
Lordhhip’sLetter to the Govenor of Rhode-Ifland, in which there-are 
fuch DictTaTions. Directions, and poffitive Com- 
MANDs, to opprefs, with tyranny, a ins People, which is 
inconfiftent with a good man, or a Chriftian to have any 
concern or agency therein. The law of GOD direéts us 
to do. unto others, as we would they fhould do unto us, 
And knowing that your Lordthip» is “well acquainted » with 
the Divine Oracles, having had the honour to dine at your 
Lordthip’s Seat, in Staffordfhire, and was, when in England, 
seitonatly acquainted with Mr.. Wright, your Lordfhip’s Stew- 
ard, and with the good and pious Character your -Lordthip 

bears. I therefore take this leave (as a fellow-chriftian, as one 
that loves, as the higheft happinefsof his exiftence, the Beau- 
ties, Spirit, and Lire of *hriftianity,) to afk your Lordthip, 
how your Lordthip would like to have his Birth=right, Liberty 
and freedom, as an Englifhman, taken away py tie King, 
or by the Miniftry, or both ? Would :not ‘your dfhip im- 
“mediately fay, it was Tyranny, Oppreffion- and Diftruction, 
by a difpotic power ? Would not your. Lordthip be ready to 
alarm the Nation ; and point out the Stars upon. the» brink 
ef diftruction ? eae 


My LORD; acs a ansae = 

Are not the Liberties of the Americans as dearto them as thofe 
of Britons? Suppofe your Lordfhip had broke the Laws of 
his King, and Country ; would not your Lordfhip. be willing 
to be ‘try’d by a Jury of your peers, according to the Laws 
-<9f the land ? How would your Lordfhip like to be ‘fetter'd 
with irons, and drag’d three thoufand miles, in-a hell upon 
° earth ? No! butin a HELL upon water™, -totake your trial ? 
‘Gs not this contrary to the fpirit of the law, and the. — 


* Through 4 Man of War's crew. _ Se mein 
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of an Englifhman ? Yet thus you have given direction, as 
the King’s Agent, or the agent of the Miniftry, to deéftroy 
the rights and laws of the Americans. How your Lordfhip 
ean aniwer for this cy of injuftice before GOD, and 
/ Many will be very difficult : However, if great men, and good 
men,and Chbriftians can dare to do fuch things as_thefe (when 
in poweF,) Heaven grant that I may have no acquaintange 
with them in this world ; or if they have any power in 
Heaven, not in the world to come ; for I think, my Lord, 
. ghat fuch men, who will take away the Rights of an “peo- 
= are neither fit for Heaven, nor Earth, neither fit for. the 
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and or the’ Dunghil. 
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\ -Nowr. Lordfhip lets us know that the cafe of burning the 

_  Gafpee Schooner laid before the law fervants of theCrown, 
and thatthey make the*crime of a deeper die than piracy, namely, 


an act of high treafon, an¢Jevying a war againft the King. 


4 _. Wrxt my Lord, and fuppofirig ‘this to be the cafe, are not’ the 
‘Rhode-Iflanders fubjeéts to the King of Great-Britain ? Has not 
athe King his attorney, his courts of judicatory to decide matters 
“dbetween the King and the fubjeéts ? Why then mutt there 
‘be: New Courts of admiralty ereted to appoint and order the inha- 
bitants to be confin’d, and drag’d away three thoufand miles, from 
their families, laws, rights and liberties, to be-tried by their ene~ 
ami¢s ?. Do you think my Lord, this is right in the fight of God 
and Man ? I think ifthe Rhode Iflanders fuffer this infringement 
-of their liberties, granted them by their Charter, from the King of 
\ _Zingland, any place out of Hell is good enough for them, for was 
there ever fuch cruelty, injuftice and barbarity ever united. againft 
"a free people before, and my Lord Dartmouth to have an hand jin.it 
_ from whom we might rather have expected mildnefs, mercy, and 
the rights of the people fupported. ‘ callie be 


ae Your Lordthip’s letter frequently reminds us that this deftructive, 
| - authority, (to deftroy the lives and liberties of the people) is his 
- Majefty's will and pleaftre.————How far his Majeity may . be 
- influenc'd and dictated b his Miniftry I-will not take upon me fo 
fay, but fthatit is. his Majefty’s will and’ pleafure o -his_ own 
| mind and confent, I will not believe a word of it, for his Majefty 
_ -isa perfon of more tendernefs and underftanding, than to attempt 
_ -futh tyranny, befides, his attempt to deftroy the Rights of the 
i Feople--deftroys his Right as King to reign aver them, for ac- 


sording 
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sordingto his Coronation oath, he has no longer a Right to the Bri- 
tifh Crown or Throne, than he i ‘intains inviolable firm the Laws 
and Rights of the People. fo} violating the people's rights, Charles 
Stewart, King of England loft his Head, and if another King, who 
is more folemnly bound than ever Charles Stewart was, fhould tread 
in the fame fteps, what can he expeét ? Lréverehce and love my King, 
but I rever the rights of an Englifhman ‘before the authority of 
any King upon the Earth, ‘I diftinguith greatly between” a Kin 

anda Tyrant, a King is the guardian and truftee of the rights ‘aad 
Yaws of the people, but a Tyrant deftroys"them. =~ --- 


part 


Brstpxs my Lord, the inhabitants of America’ know as ‘well 

_** as the people of England, that the people are the sight and 
** fountain of power and authority, the original feat of Majefty— 
** the Author of laws, and the creators of officers to execute them. 
“© And if at any time they thall find the power they have conferred 
“* abufed by their TrusTers, their Majesty ‘violated by 
** tyranny, or by ufurpation, their authority proftituted “to “fup- 
** port violence, or fkreen corruption, the laws grown pernicious 
“** through accidents unforefeen, or rendered inefteétual “through 
“*¢ the infidelity of the executors of them. Fhen’ it is their 
«© Ricut and what is their right, ‘is undoubtedly their priviledge 
«« and duty, (as their effential power and Majéfty)'to refume: that 
** delegated power and authority they intriifted them with, and 
‘¢ cal] their truftees to an ACCOUNT ; 'to -refift_ the uftirpation, 
¢* ‘and extirpate the tyranny ; to reftore their fullied Majesty 
*€ and their proftituted AUTHORITY ; ‘to fufpend, alter or abro- 
-** gate thofe laws, and punifh the unfaithful and ‘corrupt officers. 


-. #6°Nor is it the duty only of the united body but.e vE R ¥ member 


“© of it ought, according to ‘his refpective fank,*power-and weight 
*** in the community, to CONCUR in’ advancing thofe glorious 


+ «© defigns.””— «¢ This is my Lord ‘the happy conftitution of 


“ee Eni he power, right and Majefty of the people which has 

seen frequently recognized and efiublithed. wet eta 
power, Kings are made, and uNMADE by the 
é people ; and laws enacted, and annulled only by 
: ir own confent, in which. none can “be to ‘their 
" €€ property, abridged of their freedom, or forfeit th ‘irlives with- 
~£€ out an appeal to the laws, and the verdiét of ‘their Peers “or 
; ls.” My Lord, as this is according” to the laws of 


Great-Britain, why not then the priviled his’ Majett 
Ae Claim Bs os Rah Cl gS 8 Does «ie 
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England, the liberty; priviledge and power ofhis mecinp tite Ge7 e 
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" je€ts in America ? has his Majefty (as it feems tobe all laid upon 
him) two kind of laws, one for England and the other for Ame- 
 yica ? a powerto reign as King and guardian of his people’s:rights 
at home, and a power to deftroy the rights of the Colonies abroad ? 
1 really don’t underfiand itmy Lord, if he hasno right to do it, 
why does he'do it? If you fay the king does not do it, why 
do you fay he does ? This is ufing his Majefty cruel. However 
fomebody does it, your Lordfhip fays it is his Majefty with his 
Privy Counfel, the latter | rather think. However be it who it 
will, whether the King, Miniffry or Parliament, they have no 
more right to do it, than they have to cut your Lordfhip’s throat. 
Has not your Lordfhip a right to oppofe any power that may af- 
fault your Lordfhip’s Perfon, right or privilege, without its been 
deem ’d rebellion againft the King and State ?—Yes, fure youwhaye ! 
_. Then furely my Lord an American has the fame right to oppofe 


every ufurpi wer (let it be from whom it will) that affaults 

~ his captives him of his own law or liberty as an Ame- 

rican. Has he offended? yes! Is he willingto be tried by his own 

“Jaws ? yes! Then, that man, that.King, that minifter of ftate, be 

~ who he will, is worfe than a Nero TY RANT that fhall affume to 
drag him three thoufand miles to be tried by his ENEMIES. 


_._ Bestpxs my Lord, whatis rebellion ? if Tunderftand it right, 
~ they are perfons rifmg up with an affumed authority and power te 
att, diétate and rule in direct violation to the laws of the land—! 
believe my Lord, I am righthere, for-this reafon, your G-ne-al 
——— G, and your G——-or T———-n, when in) North-Caro- 
lina, thought fo, and like cruel blood-thirfty */avages, murdered 
. ‘mankind for thinking that they had a right to oppofe’ any 
power that attempted to deftroy their Lisergrirs., This was 
my Lord a cruel barbarous flaughter of mankind-+~ However, 
_ df itavas deemed rebellion’ in them, and they were treated as 
_ rebels, bacaufe they (as the miniftry faid ) broke the laws of the 
gt aa of the Province ; then furely it follows, that the 
Bo 


M---i--y,.and P———t, muft be REBELS, to GOD, and 

mankind, in attempting to overthrow, (by guns, by fwords, and 

y the power of war )the laws, and government of Rhode-Ifland. 

_. . Have not the Rhode-Iflanders.as much right to the privileges of 

5 their own laws, as the King of England has to his Crown? fure 

they have 1 Then furely, that man. muft be a tyrant in his foul, 

t -fhall._ deem. it rebellion, in the Rhode-Iflanders, fuppofng 

ey thould kill. severy: aman, that hall. attempt to defiroy : 
hetr laws, rights and }iberties. 

Bee, ; EB - Ir 
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_ 9 [tis true Lord, the Gafpeé Schooner is deftroyed, and 
thereby the Pret of England are violated, (as you apprehend,) 
by Indians out of the woods, sr *by Rhode-Iflanders, I cannot 
fay who; but. it is a que: ‘me my Lord, whether there 
is any Law broke in burning the Gafpee Schooner ;_ if it was 
done by the: Inp1aws (which is the current report ) then there 

- ds no: Lawbroke ; for the Scripture fays, “where there is no 

- Lew, there is no. tranfgreffion. And it is well known, that the 
Indians were never under any Law to the Englith ; did 1 fay, 

. they were never under.any Law to the Englifh, Heaven forgive 
me! I mean my Lord no other Law, than the’ “Sword and 
Bayonet ; the fame law thatfome would fain bring the Americans 
under: now. But fuppofe my. Lord, that this deed: was done 
by ‘the Rhode-Iflanders, the query is ftill with me—whether 
there is any tranfgreflion committed ? the Scripture fays, where 

_ there is no Law, there is no tranfgreffion : Now, the queftion 

is, do the: Rhode-Iflanders receive their Laws from England ? 

af fo, there-is»a tranfgreffion committed againt# thofe Laws, 

_ but»if not; there is no tranfgreflion, for where there is no Law, - 

‘there is no «ttanfgreffion, fays St. James. For my part, [ can- 
not fee how any Man in America, can properly break the 
Laws of England. The whole lies here, the laws of America 

only are broke, let the offender then be try’d bythe Taw he has 

«broke, what can juftice, 1 had almoft faid tyrany defire more, 

.  “ However:my Lord, there is another idea arifes in my mind, 

‘ (and ‘it is:no wonder, for the Boftonians are very notional) which 

_is, if there is any law broke, it is the King and ‘the miniftry who 

have broke. it.;+for I would be glad to know my Lord, what 

right the King and miniftry has to fend an arméd Schooner to 

~-Rhode-Ifland, 10 take away the property of the ‘people, any 
more than they have to fend’an armed Schooner into Breff, and 
demand the property of France. Know this, that the King of 

.England hasino more right, according to the laws of God and 
nature; to claim the lands of America, than he has the lands of 
France—America, my Lord; in the native rights of zhe Americans, 
it is the blood! boughs treafure of their forefathers ; and they have — 
the fame effential right to their-native laws, as they have to the 
air they breath in, or to the light of the mornit » When the 
fun rifes ; and therefore they who opprefs the Americans mutt 

be as great enemies to the rights of the laws of nature, _as they 
who would (ifit were in. their power) vail the light of the fun 

from the, univerfe, Remember my Lord, the’ Ameri¢ans have 
C ERGs SE Qe 
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2 privilege to boaft of above all the world. They never were 
in» bondage to any man, and therefore it is more for them to 
give up ot RIGHTS, than it is for all Europe to give up 
their RIGHTS into the hands of the TURKS ; confider what 
eEnglith tyranny their forefathers tled from, what feas of diftrefs 
they met with, what favages tiey fought with, what blood- 
bought treafures, as the dear inheritance of their lives, they 
have left to their children, and without any aid from the King of 
England ; and yet after this, thefe free-born people muft be 
counted REBELS, if they will not loofe every right of Liberty, 
which their forefathers bought with their blood, and fubmit 
againto englith minifterial tyranny O America! O America ! 


_ My Lord, I hope I need not remind your Lordfhip of the en- 
quiry that the divine Meffiah made to PETER, when they required 
a tax, or tribute, from him. Of whom, fays CuksiT, toPETER, 
do they gather tax, or tribute, of the children, or of ftrangers 2 
And PETER faid, of ftrangers : Then, fays Curist, the ehil- 
dren are FREE. Now, the Gafpee Schooner, my Lord, was a 
ftranger ; and they fhould, if it was in their commitlion, bave 
gathered tax from ftrangers : But inftead of which, they wceuld 

~ gather it from the children. They forgot that the children were 
fos :, Therefore, my Lord, it muft certainly be, that the Gafpee 

Schooner has committed the tranfgreflion, and broke the Laws, of 

edom of this country. No doubt, my Lord, but they have 
a right to tax the frangers, that come to dwell in theifcountry ; 
but to tak the children, which are free in their own native country, 
this will not do }’ Nature forbids it ; the law of GOD condemns 
it. “And nolaw, but that of tyranny, can defire: it. a 


* 
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And theréfore it was, my Lord, that the children, (who areby . 
the law of GOD, and the law of nature FREE) looked upon the 
Gafpee Schooner asa ftranger, as fuch they treated-her ; but when 
the ftranger attempted to gather tax of the children who are free, 
then they looked upon her, as a Pirate, who took away their 

_ property without their confent, by violence, by arms, by guns, 
| by caths and damnations : This they thought looked fo like Piracy, — 
2 the children did not like it ; and they thought their behavior 
fers, was very unpolite, that they could not fo much as 
pa S by thefe ftrangers, but the children muft bow to them, and 
come to them ; this, the children being free, did not like, and | 
_ they thought it was beft for the children, and the ftrangers, all to 
besfree : And therefore, one night, my Lord, they went and fet 
ae ft. angers, (who, by the way, where all prifoners) free—free 


upon 


ta 
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upon the face of the whole earth ; and then to preferve them free, 
they burnt their prifon. Now, my Lord, would it not be hard to 
hang thefe poor men for it ? However, 

If there is any law broke, it is this, that the Gafpee Schooner, by 
the power of the Englith miniftry and admiralty, have broke the. 
laws, and taken away the rights of the Americans. And yet the ° 
Americans mutt be punifh’d for it, contrary to their own laws. 
O! Amazing! I would be glad to know my Lord, what right 
the King of England has to America ? it cannot be an hereditary 
right that lies in Hanover, it cannot be a parliamentary right 
that lies in Britain, not a victorious right, for the King of Eng- 
land never conquered America, Then he can have no more right 

_ to America, than what the people have, by compact, invefted him 
with, which is only a power to proteét them, and defend their 
rights civil and religious ; and to fign, feal, and confirm, as their 
fteward, fuch laws as the people of America fhall confent to. If 

this be the cafe, my Lord, then judge whether the King of 
England and the miniftry aré not the tranfgreffors in this affair, in 
fending armed Schooners to America, to fteal by power and fword 
the people’s property. And if any are tobe try’d for law-break- 
ers, it fuirely ought, in juftice, tobe them. But the people of 

_ AMERICA act my Lotd very honeft in the affair, they are wil- 

ling to Give and TAKE, to give the Englith offenders the liberty 
tobe try’d by theirown laws, and to take the fame liberty wherein 
they have offended to be tried by their own laws, they furely have 
as much right to the priviledges of their own laws, as the King 

_ +of, England has to his Crown, or that the natives of Britain has to. 

the rights of an Englifhman. Confider then, my Lord, how 
cruel, how Unyust, how unanfwerable before God and Man it 
 muftbe, by any violeace and power to deftroy the rights of the 

Americans. i 2a past 


A ‘My Lord, the clofe of your Lordthip’s letter, is fuch that it is 
 . enough to make the blood of every vein ftand flagnated as a tef- 

" timony againft miniftcrial bloody power. It not only gives a right 
to every American tebe angry, but to be incenfed againft your 
Lordfhip, wherein you tell the Governor of Rhode-Ifland, that it 
is his Majefty’s pleafure, that General Gage, hold the troops in . 
© eadinefs to aflift this affumed court of admiralty, to deftroy. ~ 

the rights of the people. What my Lord, is bloody Bonner’s days 

| fo near America ? O America ! O Amerita! What, the blood- 


i 


power of the fword and death to aid civil magiftrates to deftroy — 
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ee le’s rights ? Stop a little my Lord, give a little breathing 
@° time—for it isa folemn thing to die. I wonder your Lordfhip’s 
knees did not fmite together, when as the King’s, or minifteriak 
agent, you wrote this authority, how a good man, a chriftian, 
and onethat fears God, can be an agent not only to deftroy the 
rights of a people, but.to opprefs them, with the military power 
‘of blood and death, is enough to make the Earth to reel, and all 
Heaven to ftandaghaft ! Be aftonifh’d O ye Heavens at this! | 
» hope, my Lord, you donot intend to renew that bloody, barba= 
vous affallination in America which [I faw the Scotch barbarian 
troops thro’ the orders of Lord B———-n and Lord W. h 
{pread in St. George’s fields, remember the blood of young Allen 
cries to Heaven for vengeance in their face, and a louder voice 
than Abel’s blood, which ery’d to Heav'n for vengeance, is fill 
heard in Bofton ftreets, againft a bloedy military power, and 
_ tho’the murderers efcaped by a fcene well known to fome, but too 
_ dark to explain—Yet the God of truth & juftice -ftands at the door. 
Ippo my Lord, that the Rhode-Iflanders, for the fake of the 
blood bought liberties of their forefathers, for the fake of the 
_.  birthrights of their children, thould thew a fpirit of refentment 
_ againft a tyrannical arbitrary power that attempts to deftroy 
their lives, libert*es and property, would it not be unfufferable, 
_ cruel, for this (which the law of nature and nations teaches them 
_ * to do) to be’ butchered, affaffinated and flaughtered in their own 
E pe oN Aaa own King? Confider, my Lord, that we muft all 
E. -- appéar before the judgment feat of Chrift, and that it would be 
| acold cordial for your Lordfhir, at the bar of God, to have thou- 
E 
+7 


fands of Americans rife up in judgment againft you. Yet 1 
would rather this was the cefe, tho’ | fuffer’d death with them, 
than they thould lofe their effential rights as Americans. 

Bur it may be meet tolet your Lonifhip know, that if the 
Americans unite (as there feems_a good profpe¢t of it. to ftand 
_ a8 a band of brethren for their liberties, they have a right, by 

law of GOD, of nature, and of nations, to reluét at, and even 

tefift any military & marine force, furely they mutt be intended in 

the French, not for Americans, for-can it ever enter 
of a mother to murder her children ? of a King to 
? of an agent to deffroy the rights of the Calonfes 
? But, fuypofe my Lord,- that this fhould be the 
ly intent of the miniftry, to make the Americans fubjeét to 
avery, then let blood for bleed, life for life, and _ 
eee 2 are ow 
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for death decide the contention. This bloody fcene can neve be 

executed but at the expence of the deftruétion of England, and 

you will find, my Lord, thatthe Americans will not fubmit to d¢ 

SLAVEs, they know the ufe of the gun, and the military art, as 

well as any of his Majefty’s troops at St. James’s, and where his — 

Majefty has one foldier, who art in general the refufe of the earth, 

; Amsiies can produce fifty, free men, and-all volunteers, and raife 

. a more potent army of men in three weeks, than England can 

& in three years. But God forbid that I fhould be thought to aim ; 
i at. rouzing the Americans to arms, without their rights, liberties 


a 
ae eae 


; and oppreffion call for it. For they are unwilling to beat to Arms, 

au they are loyal fubjeGts ; they love their King ; they love” 
rt their. Mother-Country ; they call it theic Home ;' 
i} and with nothing more than the profperity of Britain, and 
a the glory of their King: But they will not give up their rights ; 

} they will not be flaves to any power upon Earth. Therefore, 
my Lord, asa peace-thaker ; as their agent ; as their friend, 
lay their grievanee before their King. : een 

Let the Americans enjoy their birthright, bleflings, and Britain her 
profperity, let there be a mutual union between the mother and 
her children, intall the bleflings of life, trade and happinefs; . 
then, my Lord, both Britons, and Americans, will call you 
bleffed. : ; 

_ Withing, from my heart, the inviolable prefervation of the 
Rrieuts and. LizeRties of the AMERICANS, and th¢ 


growing happinefs. of ENGLAND : 


I ae my LORD, 


his MA JEST Y’s Loyal Subject, 


and yor LORDSHIP's 


, 
VERE SCE PRET RP DPR SD get AN ROE pe a OR OPRES 


° Fi 
‘ Ge > 


A Brititsu BosTonia Ne 


My LORD,’ 


; As the. moft High, has given Liserry to every Being that 
“he has given and breath to: Therefore whatever tends. 
to diffufe this blefling of heaven, through the beauties of 

= dreaay may furely claim a divine patronage, And as 
 Liperry is the beft of bleffings to a King, Nation, or 
a People ; - and the bleffings that GOD has given, _there- 
a aatrey perfon “has a divine right to enjoy it: For this 
fon, the following ORATION, upon the Divine 
ef nt tT of the People, is, with permiffion, and RevenED res 


iS 


to your LORE SHIP’s hands, 
“sta sa ‘your LORDSHIPS’s moft obedient, 


~ 


ee en 3 ~~ and moft Humble Servant, : 
A BRITISH BOSTONIAN. 
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they” ‘may do evil with both bands,. earneftly, 
2 Prince afketb, and the Fudge afeeth for a 
3 and the great Man be uttereth bis 
us defire : So THEY WRAP IT UP. 


eR faithfulnefs of the de 
cab ; the. fidelity of his heart, and 
the ees, of his foul for the liberties 
of the people, was remarkable. His 
— cal reigned by authority ; 
when 
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when the laws, rights and liberties of the pess 
ple were at the difpot of the arbitrary power of the 
wicked king Awaz, as itis written 2 Chron. 28. 4. 
“© And dhaz was iweniy years vid when be began to 
reign, and be reigned finteen years in Ferufalem, 
_“* but be did not that which was right in the fight of 
* the Lord, like David bis father. Ver. 19. For 
- “ the Lord brought Fudah low, becaufe of abax king 
~* of Ifrael, for he mace Fudah naked and tranfgreffed 

* fore againft the Lord, ver. 22.  Andin ihe time of 
ove ais dipreis did be tre/pafs yet more and more againft 
_ ** the Lord—this is that king Awaz.” 


_. Awo therefore this faithful prophet lays the matter 
to heart, as one that. rever’d the liberties and happi- 
nefs of the people above. the authority of the King, 
and the power of his /enates. And therefore fays, in 


4 the verfe preceeding the text, “* The good man is 


“* perifhed out of the earth, and there is none up- 


| «¢ Fjeht among mien, they. all lie in wait for blood, 


“* they hunt everyman his brother with a net,” 
and is not this the cafe at shis day ? for what is the mi- 
niftry hunting after now, is not everyone hunting for 
their brother, with the net of admiralty courts and ty- 
ranny? if they can but once get their American 
brethren in this wet, they may kick and flirt as 
jong as they will, they’ll never get out any more. It 
is indeed faid “ In vain is the net fpread in the fight 
of any bird”and that he has made us. wifer than the 
towls of the air, but wherein will che Americans ap- 
pear tobe wifer than the fowls of the air, if they 
iuffer themfelves to be taken in this minifterial met? 


Oxsserve, 
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See Ons ERVE, that it wasa dark time with the nation, 
ag p dark ime with the church of the living Ged, and 2 
» very r dif refling time réfpeéting the people, when Micah 
: peared €o with Ifaiah, as a prophet of the 
iy anda. es Pte: therefore he tells the 
‘bpprelfors, of the’ “people, “< The beft of them is a brier, 
" ‘ond the mop ieee bi of them Jbarper than a thorn 
ve “ bedge—the d la ta the watchmen, and thy vifitati- 
on cometh, now ph Wy be their perplexity.” “And is 
Fa est the enfe ? Is not the day of the watchmen of 
merica’ come,, who watch for the rights of ee ct 

. as the entipele of the land, to,defend them from e+ 
Mite jarttor ae power and deftrudtion ? ? Now their 
on ih Providence is come—to try the watchmen, 

2h she they will fland for God, and the people, or 
Now Taal aA their perplexity of the miniftry, 

Be ee oie in wait for blood and hunt every man his bro- 
= we, with a, “net, , who 1 utter their mifchievous defire, and 
dot bey wrap it ‘up. ~ - For. this - ‘faithfulnefs, in king 
Aha az, ahd Hezekiah’s days, the prophet Micah’s name 

hhas a fingular honor i in the annals of Heayen above the 
a fe ae, in Iftael—Jer. 17, 18, 19. becaufe 
aid—* hear this I pray you ye heads of the houfe 

of spb, “and | >rigces of the houfe of Ifrael, we abs 


h hor jc icslad and | Petverc all BEY, 


.EFO 2 Were fayings of that pious relate Ps 
ad, bifhop Burnet, in his hiftory 
@. noble, "valuable and great ; efpe- 
5 fa ays, § ¢ there is not any thing more cere 
is: ha i ate made for the Peele 


oo ae 


: 
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*-and not the people . fer them,” Was not David 
made a king tor the people ? Was not Saul? Was not 
Solomon ? “Vhen let not kings think too highly of them- 
felves ;. forthe GOD of heayen never intended they 
fhould be any more than the /ervants of the people ; 
therefore the bifhop adds, <* that, perhaps, there is no 
‘* mation under heaven more fenfible of this than the 
“* Englifb nation ; fo that, if the prince does not go- 
“« vern, by this maxim, the people will foon grow very 
unkind to him.” If this te the cafe, the king of Ea- 
gland may immediately {ee the reafon of all his people’s 
hard fpeeches, and unkindnefs to him: It is becaufe 
he has departed, either by inclination, or perfuafion, 
from this royat sranparp. ‘Therefore he adds, 
«« the intereft, and effential nui for a king is to 
_ftudy the intereft of the nation; to be ever in it ; tobe 
always purfuing ic: This will lay fuch a degree of 
confidence in H1M, that he will ever be fafe in the 
‘PEOPLE, while they fee/ they are fafe in him ; and not 
.amoment longer.. So that if the king of England is 
ot happy let him thank himfelf for it: It is not his. 
people’s fault—it is his own. For that king is. not 
worthy to reign, that does not make the RIGHTS of 
his people the rule of his aétions : Knowing this, that 
HE receives all his power, and majeffy, from them ; 
-and how can he thinks tae he has any right to rule over 
them, unlefs he rules in their hearts by inviolable 
maintaining their R1GHTs ? For as the minifters of the 
gofpel (when in their proper place) are no otherwife 
than the people’s/ervants , fo the king is no more 
‘Mhan the feryant of the people : And when at any 
TMS 


¢ 
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time, he is unfaithful,as the -people’s Servant, they 
- have a right to fay to him, ‘‘ give an account of th 
feward/bip, that thou mayeftbe no longer /feward. 


For what can he judge, when a free and an affectionate 


people, lay their grievances, with tears, at his feet, 
pra ing, for years palt, for redref, ? and yet he will 
a hear them!!! Or if he does, he anfwers them like 
4 boboam — ROUGHLY : What can he expeft, but 
Kehoboam’s revolution?  “* what part have we in 
© David ? Or what portion have we in the fon of 


7 a Felfe 4! Every man to thy tent, O Ifrael.” And . 


ahere, the pious bifhop turther obferves, “« that aPrince 
_ “that would command the sffeGtions, and praife of the — 
> “4 nation . ‘Thould aot ftudy to j?retch his prerogative ;” 
here I think the qroas bifhop miffed it, for itis not his 


i “es rogal ive but x preps ; and this is. what’ makes 
zs 1 fo unfuff erable, and unbearable, that the king fhould 


a e ufe of their power and pee neh to ey 


‘their rights: This Charles Stewart did, and he fell 
__ dnto the I nds of wicked men, and they cut of his 
es: me d for it. : is 
; ti Bur, to proteed to the words of the Text. “That 
_ #t they may do evil with both hands earnefily; the 
_“ Prince afketh, and the Judge afketh. for a reward, 


‘ 


the great man he uttereth his mifchievous de- 


- nae se 


aoe Md fe : So they wrap it up. _ 


ving, abfolute Prince, 


Tre 
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ie Prince affeth *TWhat “does he aS For? Wh 

ihe ta i Pine trees, for matts for his ‘¢ ee fhips ; vet 

- Jet him have them, not a$ his right, but as yon 

: gift to him. Well, but the prince epee ? "Well, 

“what “aul he ask now, ?' Why, that the britifhy freets 

By be paved with american gold ; well “do ‘not make 
hai that 7 let him have it, but’ Tet it ‘be ih 

ir wa yo. trai ic and cou af by taxation, 


be ae : efleiice of ti lies, in what 
ee pas This bag sland | ‘can you wi 
t th 1€, rince asi nae Well’ ht ei | ? will he 


mu ve. done fan What does” he: ask now ? 


eae ne OH J ie well ‘ome is it ? 
fey favour. of Ke he govertiment, of Hode- 


ae re ok “oft Se ae to ‘authorlz théin 
a en a J fufped ed, perfons, guilty,’ of ‘not guilcy) 
rag. 


them aw three thoufand ‘miles, to take 


g ee trial b Dy a mangers, ee not.enemies. But 
.the'granting o ie in fome. meth furé, depends, upon 
shel Bis HPE ‘of the’ “governor. 'B: ut” aie pation 


- Gwho are worthy the name) are fuch as the ‘feriptire 
og So Judges 5. 9. My heart, fays one, nay eve- 
ry. American will’ fa “the, fame, , is towards the © 82> 
vernours. who offer. themfelves ” are among the 


* people,” to rule by their’ ‘laws, to “de J rights 
of a people, | td proreé ‘their | ‘perfons, t  fecure 


their liberties.. And chis*‘is (we hear) ‘the’ appi- 
- mefs, power and bulwark of Rhode-Ifland govern- 


ment. For is fafer y. lies in. this, that,” the’ Governor 
‘of the’ province, arid the judges” of the. Tiiperior court, 


the. teprefentatives of the people, and “gentralt affem- _ 


9 
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’ Bly, are folenitily’' boutia by oath, ‘to roles govern 
= kv Speed , and ‘déterhine ONLY by their own laws; 
«GF fo, they have a‘tighe cocvelP the priice,thao though 
he ask Re will afk itv ‘vain. Once. more; 
Ad spthe prinee afketh, what now” does- he-afk 2? 
Will he never have doné -afking >> Well,» bur what 
: sHe’afk 2 Why he asker, the women, the - wives 
pon the ‘eovetinoat “Of Rhode-bfland, ‘to fpare their 
sufbar oe. their’ Beas, from their bofenis,- from 
A » a from’ theif children ¢ ro be \confiotd 
in che > rotrid’ kingdom-of a Man- oi- War'sccrewsy 
fo be ted bate’ again’ to the: syranny their 


~ 


eo a 1A AR D faying) who tan 
ww it? t is HOt’a hair’s Breadth more mM mean- 
~than't ‘power ‘and’ ‘cyfanny) of. this 


i Cn 
48-4 


rau (Bip Ti 


he Fes he-wit 


ints oTtne fa’ $,'and the'p) wer ‘of yaries, toa 
fh their own jaids, ° PRE hives of iic peopte, 
hté Of the fubjcéty and ‘the difpofal’ of vheir 
a8 originally Goretided to be de rermined 
pe TBatas thé Judges have? affiried by 
tof di&tatiig 'vo lawyers! ‘evea'at the 
Tien to the ju7y 3" ir highly beedmés 
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dating covetoufaefs. Therefore it is an ill found to 
hear that the Fudge afeeth for a reward, what canit be 
for ? fure it cannot be for freeing the King-@reet 
murderers, or pleading that it,was only manflaughtcr, 
if he k——<w that it was. wilful murder.. No 
doubt but this act of kindnefs will be rewarded, if 
not at the judgment feat of Chrift, which fome de- 
fpife + yet at tne bar of God, when he thall fay, arife 
ye dead and come to judgment : Then there will — 
be no fetting afide a witnefs.in Mr. P ms cafe, 
nor noother. | Again the texe faith, 

Tue Judge asketh for a reward '\ Well, what re- 


‘ward is ic, a reward from the crown of Britain ? it fo, 


not to. let him have it, by no means: For if once 
ahe judges of the courts. of jadicatory of this pro- 
vince become dependent for theit fuppors, or tala- 
sies, upon the favour of the crown, ot miniftry at - 
tome, you become a nation of flaves to minifterial 
power 5 for thereby. you fubmic the key of 
all your. effential rights as Americans, to be in the 
hands of your. enemies : |For if you fuffer the judges 
to become dependent for their pay upon the mioi- 


Gry, of England, what ard whey but the. saint firy’s q 


Servants. If fo, you may naturally fuppoic, they 
mutt do as the finiftry directs them ;. if not, they 
will be unfaithful fervants, and if faithtus to, the m:- 
niftry, where then are your rights ? Where is the 
fecurity of your lives, or your property. For a 
anore bolder, daring ipnevation upon your right of 
power, dicifionand determination by your own lews, 
refpecting your right and property between man 


and man, between the crown of Englind, and the 


rights of America, caanot poflibly be made, or — 
ae ca attempted | 
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‘attempted to be made, than to make your judges 
dependent upon the britith miniftry ; ic is in effect, 
giving up your rigdt to all you have, to all chat you, 
or your children can ever poffels. As the pofitifion 


- ‘dene upon the: crown of England, for nomination 


@ 
is 
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cis gteat -diftréfs-to.a people. », Was mot. this the ¢afe 
of the pecple in’ King . wheaz, and in King Abad’s 
day, whefihe eray’d Nabocth’s vincyard ? Likewife 
jn Jereboam’s “days, . who. deprived the people of 
their eligious Jiberties, , ia worthipping the God of 
Aeael,in his temple at, Jerufalem ?* woo fet up his. 
golden catves, at Wan and . Bethe’, of whom it is faid, 


this is Jeroboemxhe ton ef Nepat, wha taught Ifraet... 


to fin. Was not this the cafe in Zedckigh’s days. 
though he was warned by the word of the Lord, and 
‘by the prophet of the GOD of Ifracl 2. Yet he was, 
‘notwitiftanding, abfelute .and craving, though 
he was -teld, it would end. in the. deftruction of 
himfelf, and his people. Was not this the caufe of 
almoft: all, the diftrefs, deaths, and bloodthed, that 
have ever .happened in England. fince the conqueft 
of Fulius Caefar ? their King’s,ruling, and reigning, by 
a difpotic’ power, which they affum’d, contrary to the 
jaws, and rights.of the,people.. Were not the Britons 
pbliged by the Jove of liberty, to obtain their royal 
Magna Gharta, {word in-band, from King John ? 
Was notithis the,cafe in the reign of Charles the 
firft, when: the people and parliament took up arms, 
to maintain the rights and. laws of the people; and 
when it req:7ired. either the head of the King, or the 
ols of their liberties ? they foon decided the. matter 5 
bey foonlet.the king know. that they rever’d their 
‘rights; and. liberties, above; his life, power, and _pre- 
“pogative. In Charles the fecond’s reign, there was 
much the fame abfolute power over the rights of the 
people, both’ civil and religious : But he had a pecu-. 
Jiat politénefs of temper in. pleafing even his very 


‘ 


enemies!» In James the shitd’s reign, difpotc Pewer 


bs ag 


Pee ed Poe ee ee ee SA ae 
3 - % + * 3 

11 b 2 A T.2 OU. oe 
* 


<a 


was too evident, and. diftreffing for the people to 
bear ; therefore a révolution, both of king, and 
{tate, by the .{pirit, power, and arms, of the people, 
was foon accomplifhed. 

. he fecond obfervatian is, 

Tuar when the king, judges, and fenates, unite 
to deftroy the rights of the people by a difpotic pow- 
er, or, as the text exprefics it, that they may do evil 
with both bands, then the profperity of the nation 
tetters ; the Crown fhakes ; and the deftruétion of. 
the people’s rightsis near at hand. For the rights 
of the people, which is the fupreme glory of the crown. 
and kingdom of Britain, isthe Magna Charta of the 
king as. well as the people ; itis as much his pre- 
viledge, as it is his glory, to maintain their rights ; 
and he is as much under a law, (I mean the law 


of the rights of the people,) as the people are under 
the eath .of allegiance to him. And therefore what~ 
ever power deftroys their rights, deftroys at the fame 
“time, his right to reign, or any right to his kingdom, — 
crown, or glory ; nay, his right to the name ofa — 
king among the people. Was not this the cafe in 
Reboboam’s days, when the people were diftrefled . 
with largeasid heavy taxations, and oppreffions ? they 
petitioned the king to relieve them from fuch op- 
preffions, but would he hearken to them, according 
_to the advice of his father’s counfellors? No! but 
_ according to'the advice of his young Counfel, he 
anfwered them like an arbritrary prince, in the fpeech _ 
of his difpotic miniftry, roughly, Ady fathe,» baftifed 
gon with whips, but-I will chaftife you with fiorpions : 
But, would the people bear this oppreffion 
_ bar part, faid they, bases in David? Or wha 
i See ae 
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Sie portion in the fon of Felfe ? To thy tents, Ob Ifrael. 
| . Was nor this the cafe in Zedekiah’s reign? And was 


not this lately the cafe in Seweeden, when the King 
with a few of his Senates, and miniftry, aboutihim, 
deftroyed the rights of the people, by the power of 
the fword, and eftablifhed his defpotic will as the 
law of tlre land, by the tyranny of death ? 

: Obfervation the third. 

Tuts fhews, that an arbitrary difpotic power ina 
prince, is the ruin of anation, of the King, of the 
crown, and of the fubjects ; therefore it is to be fears 
ed, abborred, detefted and deftroyed, becaufe the 
happinefs of the King, and the profperity of the 
people are thereby, not only in danger, but upon the 
brink of deftruction. Every age and every _hiftory, : 
furnithes us with proofs, as clear asthe light of the 
morning of the truth of this. 

Bur it is the fingular happinefs of the Americans, 


- according to their own laws, not to be in bondage to~ 


any power upon the earth. The-King of England, 
has no power to enaét, or put in force any law that: 


' may opprefs them, his very attempting to do it, at 
- once deftroys his right to reign over them. For the. 


brighteft Gem which the king of England wears, 
in the britifh crown, is that majefty, truft, and. con- 
. fidence, which the Americans inveft him with as the 
king and guardian of their rights, and liberties, 
“Tue Parliament of England cannot juftly make. 


any laws to opprefs, or defend the Americans, for + 


they aren #the reprefentarives of America, and there- 

fore rhe yiiive no legiflative power either for them, * 

er againft them. % oe 
Int houfe of Lords cannot do it, for they are 


at 


fee ae ees 
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Peers of England, not of America ; and, ify 
king, lords, nor commons, have any right to Opp. % 
or deftroy, the liberties of the Americans, why isic — 
then, that the americans do not ftand upon their own 
firength, and thew their power, and importance, when ~ 
the life of life, and every liberty that is dear to them 
and their children is in danger. 

Therefore,let me addrefs you with all the power oF 
affection, with all the pathos of foul, as one whoeheems 
the fuli poffeffion of the rights ok the Americans, as 
the higheft bleffing of this life—to fland alarm’d ! 
See your danger,—death is near,—deftruétion is at 
the door—Need I {peak ?. Are not your harbours 
blockaded from you ?. Your caftle fecured by cap- 
tives—your lives deft:oyed—revenues impoled: upon | 
you-~taxation laid— military power opprefling—your — 
“CHARTER Violated—your G- +—’s heart not right— 
your conftitution is declining—your liberties depart- 
ing, and not content with this, they now attack the 

, Jife, thé foul and capitol of all your liberties—tochufe | 
your judges, and make them independent upon you | 
‘for office or fupport, and erect new courts of admi- — 
raliy to take away by violence, the hufband from his 
family, his wife, his home, his: friends, aad his all, oe 
through a Icene, lefs jorful than P/ute’s hortid king. 
: dom. To be confin’d, and tried for his life, by the] 
| accufation of a negro, 
: Figs not the voice of your father’s blood ery’d yet 

loud enough in your ears, in your hearis ‘* ye fons + 

of America fcorn tobe flaves” ? Have you not heard 

the votce of blood in your own ftreers, louder thaa | 
that which’ reached to Heaven, thar eryid, fir ven- | 

gence, that was, ‘aich tre 1. al te, © in, athe False i 
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her’s blood, of only one,. but! this of mariy’ 
Therefore, if there be any vein,.any nervey. 
any life or fpirit of liberty in the fons of 
fhew-your love for it; guard your freedom, 
Our chains ; ftand up as. one man for your 
$ for none but thofe, who feta juft value up- 
on this blefling, are worthy the enjoyment. of it. 
Which leads me co the fifth obfervation, which is, 
_. - Tuar itis notrebellion, declare it before GOD, 
_ the congregation, and all the world, and I would-be 
_ glad if it reach’d the ears of every Briton, and every 
American ; That itis no rebellion to oppofe any 
King, miniftry, or govetnor, that deftroys by any 
‘violence or authority whatever, the tights of the 
people. Shall a man be deem’d a rebel that fup> 
‘ports his ownrights ? it is the firft law of nature; and 
‘he muft be a rebel to GOD, to the laws of nature, 
. and his own Confcience, who will not do it. A right 
to the blefling of freedoth we donot’receive from 
Kings, but from Heaven; as the breath of life, and 
tfience of our exiftence ; ‘and fhall we not prefei ve it, 
as the beauty of our being ? Do not the birds of 
the air expand their wihgs ? the fith of the fea their 
fins ? and the worm of the earth turnagain when itis 
trod upon? And hall it be deem’drebellion 2:Heaven 
_ forbid it ! Shall Nadorh’s difputing with King «bab, 
~ refpecting his vineyard, be deem’d rebellion ? Or the 
people fending kome their governor:in irons fome 
years ago, be deemed rebellion ? lt is no more res 
bellion, than it is to breathe, 
-_ Sixthly, to obferve, é ia 
Txar when the righis and liberties of the» people 
are deftroyed, it is commonly by the mifchievous 
Tees | defigh 


ee kens to fuch advice. ; 


-_.bicrary will, as a law to the fubjects, that the fubjeéts 
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defign of fome great man. The text fays,! 
man uttereth bis mifchievous defire:. But W 
great mam is, we do not certainly know, b 
threwdly guefs ; but whether Lord ButeseD 
Grafton, or Lord Hilfborough, is not fo m: 
but the mifcbievous defgn, is what we fear, is w 
we feel, if they inftillin the King’s. mind adivine — 
tight of authority to command his fubjeés; this is 
mifcbiev.us King Charles found it fo; Rehoboam 
found it fo, and fo will our prefent King, iif he hear- 
Ir they make the nameoof the King facred, I 
hope they mean a political -facrednefs : If fo, he is 
no more facred than the people; have made him, 
by invefting him with the facred truft of theirrights. 
If anygreat man, or the whole miniftry makes ule of 
the king’s Name, or his. authority, to enforce their ar- 


muft obey, and paffively fubmit, becaule, fay they, it 
is hismajefty’s willand pleafure : This is a mifchievous 
-defign—mifchievous to the dignity: of the crown— 
to his majefty’s perfonto his fecurity—to his fami+ 
ly—and their fafety. Itis hkewife mifchievous to bis 
majcfty’s fubjecs,as it fpreads difcord, difunion and 
dilaffection to the king, to his authority, and power, 
which is a mourntut confderation, and isthe 
bane of a!l our national diftrefs. The peoplein Eng- 
land, and the people in America, would fain love 
then King, and obey him with reverence, and affedlix 
oa, and make him the moft happy prince upon the 
earth, if he would but prevenc this mi/chievous defign 
of the ruin of their ¢fenttal rights, and ‘erties. 
», Bur the text fays, “ Zhe great man be ulzereth bis. . 
ee eo ‘ “© mifcbievous i ; 
es . 


ous defire,”—and indeed we believe he does,, 
et, in the cabinet, and in the ears of the 
h! it is a mifchievous defign ; too deep for = 
n, or come to the bottomof, it carriesin it 
fpect of diftrefs to the king, and diitruction x 
‘0 ple. Oh! kind heaven, prevent what king 
and people have too much caufe to fear ; however, 
_ at the beft, ic is a mifchievous defign to alienate (by 
‘ any-direétion, or di€tation) the affections of his maje- 
fty’s good fubjects ; asit deftroys the bonds, and ties, 
of national bieffinigs ; their rights ; their liberties , 
their lives ; their properties: And if this is not a 
_ ‘mifchievous defign there can fcearce be one foundour F 
_ of the deeps of the dark manfions. = 
|. Bur to return to you, my dear Americans, you . ; 
~ thinkehard to pay duties for teas, imports, charances, 
entries, &c. 8c. But what will you farmers and land- 
holders think, of paying a fixed tax for every acre -—™ 
” of land you enjoy ? for every apple tree you rear ? for 
“Zevery barrel of cyder you make, for every pound of 
‘candies you burn ? for every pound of foap you ule, 
for every pair of fhoes you wear, for the light of the 
‘morning, and the fun, that a kind heaven gives you, 
-what de you think of paying acontinual tax for alithefe?.- sary 
this is cootain’d in the mitchievous defign, Stand.a- 
larm’d, O ye Americans. But { clofe with the 
aft remark from the text. So they -wrap it up. It. 
: will do, it willdofay they. ‘The King, lay they, has 
_. a right to appoint jucg-s, courts or admiral- 
~ “ties, impofe revenues, lay taxcs, ded military, 3 
forces, block up their. harbours, command 
- them—compel them by srms—pay iheir jdgessr, 
ger the key of their laws, sights and HBescics into 
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out hands, this will do ! and fo they wr, 
and tmooth as can be: But [think it 
«nwrap it again. What do you think, my 
ricans ? But I add no more—but advile you, 
‘a day of public thankfgiving, toblefs GOD: e- 
liberties and mercies you do enjoy ; not for thofe you ~ 
are deprived of—my fecond advice is, love your king, - 

pray for him, Pray for your governor, pray for your 
judges, that all their reign may beeafy to themfelves, 
and happy for the people. 
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